TEXT RATIONALE 2025-2026
CLASS:  1
	TEXT
	RATIONALE

	Mr Majeika by Humphrey Carpenter (Class Novel)  


	Narrative

Exciting and engaging 

Sustain multiple readings and build up listening to longer texts.


	Julia Donaldson—The singing mermaid



	Narrative

Provides a good model for writing: reading as a writer



	Non Fiction: The World’s Most Magnificent Machines by David Long

	Non-Fiction

Extend children’s vocabulary

Provides a good model for writing

	The Paper Dolls by Julia 

Donaldson
	Narrative

Provides a good model for writing: reading as a writer



	Christmas stories and poetry  - various
	Narrative

Traditional text from our literary heritage



	The Owl who was afraid of the dark (Class Novel)

	Narrative

Traditional text from our literary heritage

Sustain multiple readings.



	Fiction – The Most Important Animal of All
Penny Worms & Hannah Bailey


	Elicit a strong response – curiosity, anger, excitement, laughter, empathy

Provides a good model for writing: reading as a writer



	Non fiction – Animals and their habitats


	Explanation 

Non-Fiction

Help children to understand how animals need different habitats in order to survive.

	Poetry – Apes to Zebras 

Roger Stevens


	Elicit a strong response – curiosity, anger, excitement, laughter, empathy

Provides a good model for writing: reading as a writer



	Fiction - Einstein the Penguin
Iona Rangeley & David Tazzyman
	Elicit a strong response – curiosity, anger, excitement, laughter, empathy

Provides a good model for writing: reading as a writer



	Non Fiction - My Body/senses

Poetry – Michael Rosen – I never know how a poem starts

	Explanation 

Extends children’s vocabulary
Extend children’s vocabulary

Provides a good mode for writing



	The boy who grew dragons by Andy Shepherd (Class Novel)

	Narrative

Sustain multiple readings.

Elicit a strong response – curiosity, anger, excitement, laughter, empathy

	Fiction: The Dragon Machine  by Helen Ward
	Elicit a strong response – curiosity, anger, excitement, laughter, empathy

Provides a good model for writing



	Non Fiction: Castles
	Extend children’s vocabulary

Explanation 
Provides a good model for writing



	Fiction: George and the dragon by Chris Wormell
	Elicit a strong response – curiosity, anger, excitement, laughter, empathy

Help children to connect with who they are.

	Non Fiction Knights
	Extend children’s vocabulary

Explanation 

Provides a good model for writing

	Poetry - Poems Out Loud
Various Poets & Laurie Stansfield


	Elicit a strong response – curiosity, anger, excitement, laughter, empathy

Easy for remembering and to enable performance


Suggestions
· Elicit a strong response – curiosity, anger, excitement, laughter, empathy
· Have a strong narrative that will sustain multiple readings

· Extend children’s vocabulary

· Illustrations which are engaging and reflect children from all backgrounds and cultures

· Help children connect with who they are

· Help children to understand the lives of people whose experiences and perspectives may be different from their own

· Traditional text from our literary heritage

· Modern

· Stories set in the UK

· Stories set in other countries
· Stories which reflect other cultures
