TEXT RATIONALE 2024 - 25
CLASS: 3

	TEXT
	RATIONALE

	I Am Cat by Jackie Morris
	Poetry
Vocabulary enrichment
Resistant

	How to Live Forever by Colin Thompson
	Narrative
Interplay between text and illustration
Provides a good model for writing; reading as a writer

	The Odyssey retold by Gillian Cross
	Narrative
Set in another country – Greece
From world literary heritage
Cultural references
Elicits strong responses and empathy for the main character

	A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens
	Narrative
Fiction from our literary heritage
Archaic language and cultural references
Set in Victorian England
Develops an understanding of what life was like during Victorian times
Resistant

	Cloudbusting by Malorie Blackman
	Narrative Poetry
Non-linear – moves from present day, to reflect on past events then back to present day
Theme of bullying

	The Jamie Drake Equation by Christopher Edge
	Narrative
Elicits strong responses and empathy for the main character
Encourages questioning
Modern text (2021)
Themes of family, love and friendship

	Clockwork by Philip Pullman
	Narrative
Non-linear – parallel plot and story within a story
Suspense
Set in a distant country
Resistant

	Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them by JK Rowling
	Non-Fiction – reports
Extends vocabulary
Model for writing

	The True Story of the Three Little Pigs
	Non-Fiction – picture book
Revisit of text from previous teaching to delve into deeper understanding
Interplay between text and pictures
Alternative viewpoint
Manipulation of traditional text from our literary heritage
Model for writing

	Arthur the Always King by Kevin Crossley Holland
	Narrative
Fiction from our literary heritage
Archaic language and cultural references
Set in UK

	The Highwayman
	Narrative Poetry
Poetry from our literary heritage
Archaic language and cultural references
Tragedy
Resistant text

	Shackleton’s Journey by William Grill
	Non-Fiction – recount
Elicits strong response in the reader – suspense, fear, sadness, joy
Extends vocabulary
Theme of courage and overcoming adversity

	Honesty and Lies by Eloise Williams
	Dual narrative
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Cultural and historic references – Tudors
Extends vocabulary
Theme of friendship
Resistant

	Wallace and Gromit: The Complete Cracking Contraptions by Nick Park
	Non-Fiction – explanation
Good model for writing: reading as a writer
Format – Haynes Manual
Vocabulary and sentence structures



Suggestions
· Elicit a strong response – curiosity, anger, excitement, laughter, empathy
· Have a strong narrative that will sustain multiple readings
· Extend children’s vocabulary
· Illustrations which are engaging and reflect children from all backgrounds and cultures
· Help children connect with who they are
· Help children to understand the lives of people whose experiences and perspectives may be different from their own
· Traditional text from our literary heritage
· Modern
· Stories set in the UK
· Stories set in other countries
· Stories which reflect other cultures
· Resistant – written to resist easy meaning-making by readers
· Non-linear
· Fiction from our literary heritage
· 
