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Working definition of the curriculum Ofsted

‘The curriculum is a framework for setting out the aims of a
programme of education, including the knowledge and
understanding to be gained at each stage (intent); for

translating that framework over time into a structure and
narrative, within an institutional context (implementation) and
for evaluating what knowledge and understanding pupils have
gained against expectations (impact/achievement).’




The Curriculum at Deerhurst and Apperley is:

Shaped by our vision: ‘Learning and living as children of God’. It is carefully thought out with opportunities and the intent to give the children a curriculum that will enable them to be the best they can be, like God wants the best for everyone.

The Curriculum at Deerhurst and Apperley is:

BALANCED:  by promoting the intellectual, moral, spiritual aesthetic, creative emotional and physical development of each child.  This intent is aligned to objectives in school and national policy objectives. Staff have a shared understanding of intent, implementation and impact and consistent teaching and marking methods are used (Implementation) to ensure impact on pupils.

RIGOROUS: the curriculum takes into account disciplinary habits of mind – disciplinary specific, powerful ways of thinking that are developed through sustained engagement with the discipline.  For example, inverse operations in maths, cause and effect in science and provenance and context in history. This is all part of the implementation of the framework itself.

COHERENT: the curriculum is designed to promote the development of capabilities across subjects – for example, children learn about graphs in maths before it is needed in science. The design of our curriculum implementation will lead to impact through this coherence.

VERTICALLY INTEGRATED: it is clear how material taught in one year builds on what was learned in previous years, and how it leads on to subsequent learning. School clearly sets out the objectives each year and they are made clear at the implementation of the curriculum and the intent of how objectives will be transferred into processes, such as subject coverage, medium term plans and termly plans. The methods then developed in the classroom with objectives and marking will then reinforce implementation. 

APPROPRIATE: the curriculum provides challenge for students when it is implemented and is planned for impact when study is ongoing or complete. That it meets the needs of all learners.

RELEVANT: the curriculum will be relevant and take into account the interest, needs and wishes of children, but within a framework of informed choice in respect of pedagogy and curriculum.  School make clear objectives from national intent of the curriculum which are transferred clearly into implementation within school processes which lead to outcomes (Impact) of the school objectives and those of the children.
Subject Intent 

At Deerhurst and Apperley School, our English curriculum is designed to develop children’s love of reading, writing and discussion and prepares our learners for life as successful, valuable and socially responsible citizens. We aim to:
· Inspire an appreciation of our rich and varied literary heritage

· Develop a habit of reading widely and often

· Nurture a culture where children take pride in their writing

· Develop confident writers who are able to write clearly, imaginatively and accurately, adapting their language and style for a range of contexts
· Encourage children to be confident in the art of speaking and listening

· Enable children to use discussion to communicate and further their learning in all areas of the curriculum.

These aims are embedded across our English lessons and the wider curriculum. 
Through our carefully sequenced, broad and balanced curriculum, we will provide the means for children to develop a secure knowledge base in English as they move through the primary curriculum. Rigorous assessment and review will ensure we are able to provide targeted support where needed so that all children experience success. We firmly believe that a secure basis in English is crucial to a high quality education across the curriculum.
Implementation

Our English curriculum is implemented through the use of rich texts which provide many purposeful opportunities for reading, writing and discussion. All text choices have a clear rationale including:
· Eliciting a strong response – curiosity, anger, excitement, laughter, empathy

· Having a strong narrative that will sustain multiple readings

· Extending children’s vocabulary

· Illustrations which are engaging and reflect children from all backgrounds and cultures

· Helping children connect with who they are

· Helping children to understand the lives of people whose experiences and perspectives may be different from their own

· Traditional text from our literary heritage

· Modern texts
· Stories set in the UK

· Stories set in other countries

· Stories which reflect other cultures

· Resistant – written to resist easy meaning-making by readers

· Non-linear

· Fiction from our literary heritage

English is timetabled on a daily basis with opportunities for consolidation of skills in cross-curricular work.

Reading

In addition to daily English lessons, children develop their early reading skills through the Little Wandle daily phonics programme from the beginning of Reception to Year 2. Please refer to the Early Reading Policy for detail.
Across the school, all children develop their reading comprehension skills through the carousel approach to guided reading which is led by the class teacher with teaching assistants to support. Children are grouped by ability and AFL used to identify the learning objective for each session. It is expected that all children will experience all reading content domains across a half term but it is acknowledged that some content domains will have a greater focus than others. A wide variety of resources are used to develop reading comprehension in fiction, non-fiction and poetry. These include: Collins Big Cat; Rigby Navigator; Literacy Shed Plus. The texts chosen always reflect the developmental stage of the group and may relate to current cross-curricular work, topical issues or the writing unit being taught.
In addition to the assessment opportunities afforded by Guided Reading sessions, formal assessment is completed by KS1 and KS2 classes on a termly basis using the Rising Stars Reading Progress Assessments. The AQA Reading Assessment replaces this for Years 3-5 in Term 5. These assessments indicate the progress children are making and, together with Guided Reading session assessment, inform the termly Milestones assessment.

Our reading curriculum is further enriched by a variety of activities including:

· Daily reading of a class novel which may or may not be linked to the current class topic

· The provision of an inviting book area where books are displayed with covers facing outwards 

· Provision of a range of non-fiction texts to support reading across the curriculum and pursing personal interests

· Participation in the annual national World Book Day
· The D&A Book Award in which four brand new books from the previous year are shared with all classes who then vote for their favourite 

We have developed strong links between home and school for developing reading and endeavour to ensure that books which are sent home are appropriate to the child. Texts read are recorded in the child’s Reading Record with a comment from the parent. This is shared on a daily basis in EYFS and KS1 and a weekly basis in KS2. All children are expected to read daily. Children in KS1 and KS2 also have weekly reading comprehension homework relevant to their age-group; they are encouraged to complete this with their parents.
Writing
Writing lessons are taught in units of work that are planned around high quality, challenging texts, either fiction, non-fiction or poetry. We believe that children’s learning is enhanced when they are writing for a purpose. Because of this, we structure our units in a way that allows teachers to focus on one key writing purpose at a time: to entertain, recount, inform or persuade. This approach means that children spend several weeks gaining a thorough understanding of how to write for a specific purpose, and what skills to employ. For fiction units of work, we follow Christopher Booker’s Seven Basic Plots that are addressed in the following way:
· Voyage and Return; Quest, Overcoming the Monster. These units are taught every year. 
· Rags to Riches; Rebirth. These are taught in alternate years

· Tragedy; Comedy. These are taught in alternate years.

This makes five narrative writing units per year. Each unit has a specific narrative focus: structure, viewpoint, character, dialogue, setting/atmosphere. Teachers select a narrative focus, plot structure and supporting text at the long term planning stage but will make adaptations as the year progresses according to assessment and on-going AFL.
Three focussed poetry units are taught during the year: imagery, form and performance. As with narrative, high quality texts are identified at the long-term planning stage to support the teaching. In addition to these focussed units, poetry reading and writing will be included in other units of work in English and areas of the curriculum.
All classes teach four non-fiction writing units per year:
· Y1 and 2: to recount; to inform; to instruct; to persuade

· Y3 and 4: to recount; to inform; to explain; to persuade

· Y5 and 6: to recount; to inform; to explain; to persuade or discuss (alternate years)

Class teachers select the writing form that best suits the purpose of and audience for the writing.

All units – fiction, non-fiction and poetry - follow a similar pattern: 
· Reading, exploring and investigating the text; 

· Gathering ideas for own writing which might include learning whole or parts of a model text or research to support work in non-fiction; 
· Planning own writing

· Building up own writing section by section using modelled, shared and supported composition

· Editing, redrafting and publishing as appropriate.

Grammar, punctuation and spelling are taught both discretely and as part of the units of work.

Critical sandwich marking is used in all writing activities. Pink is used to indicate where children have been successful and green to show a misunderstanding or provide a challenge. Challenge can be provided through the use of a ‘Can you explain why you have used . . .’ question stem to encourage reasoning and make links to the reading curriculum or ‘Can you think of an alternative . . . to . . . ‘ to encourage the development of vocabulary.
In addition to AFL informed by daily marking, all children complete six extended writing assessments across the year: 3 narrative and 3 non-fiction as follows:

· Narrative – Term 1, 3 and 5

· Non-Fiction: recount writing – Term 2

· Non-Fiction: report writing – Term 4

· Non-Fiction: persuasion – Term 6

The information gleaned from this and further writing tasks including cross-curricular work, informs the summative assessments made in writing at the end of each term using the Chris Quiggley Milestones Assessment Criteria.
SMSC

SMSC is developed in the English curriculum in the following ways:

	Spiritual
	Appreciation of language; exploring and engaging with the feelings and values found in a wide range of texts.

	Moral
	Discussion of a range of social and moral issues arising from texts shared. 

	Social
	Working collaboratively and appreciating other points of view

	Cultural
	Exposing children to the literary heritage of the UK and the wider world. Children are taught to recognise the cultural and historical context of texts and how this is reflected in the thoughts and actions of characters.


Impact

The impact of high quality-first teaching in English will be seen in the following ways:
· Children enjoy reading and writing across a range of genres and do so regularly, for information and enjoyment.
· Children can confidently write for different purposes and audiences, using a wide range of vocabulary and adapting their writing based on context and audience
· Children write with accuracy of grammar, punctuation and spelling
· The % of pupils working at EXS within each year group will be at least in line with national averages.

· The % of pupils working at Greater Depth within each year group will be at least in line with national averages.

· There will be no significant gaps in the progress of different groups of pupils.
· Children will transfer to the next phase effectively and successfully and will be well-prepared to continue and develop their reading and writing skills

· Children leave Deerhurst and Apperley Primary School as happy, confident learners who have developed a love of reading and writing and are confident in the art of speaking and listening, including discussion to communicate and further their learning
Monitoring and Evaluation

Monitoring and evaluation of English teaching will follow the monitoring and evaluation schedule set out in the School Development Plan. The impact will be measured through the following methods:

· Lesson observations and drop-in

· Observations of children 

· Pupil voice

· Subject assessment tracking: Writing Journeys; half termly reading assessments (Rising Stars); Milestones Assessment Criteria

· Writing moderation: internal between staff; external between cluster schools; Local Authority where applicable
· Statutory assessment in Year Two and Year Six

· Annual reporting to parents
· Governor visits
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Learning and living as children of God


 (Ephesians 5:1)(You are God’s children whom he loves. Try to be like God)
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