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Learning and living as children of God
(Ephesians5:1) (You are God’s children whom he loves. Try to be like God)
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Our typical day for Autumn 2023

Soft entry from 8:40 am - 9:00 am

Children have access to Continuous Provision throughout 
the day 

9:00 – 9:30 : Handwriting (Fine motor skills/Dough 
Disco)

9:30-10:30: Literacy activities and continuous provision
10:30-10:45: break time 

10:45-11:00: Phonics

11:15-12:30: Maths activities and continuous provision

12:30 – 1:30: lunch time

Afternoons - mixture over the week of topic, science, 
music, R.E, computing and PE 

Short teacher led input and continuous provision 
activities before the end of the school day finish from 

2:50 pm – 3:00 pm)



Your child will be learning skills, acquiring 
new knowledge and demonstrating their 
understanding through 7 areas of learning 
and development.
Children should mostly develop the 3 prime 
areas first.

These are: 
1. Communication and language
2. Physical development 
3. Personal, social and emotional 

development.

As children grow, the prime areas will help 
them to develop skills in 4 specific areas. 

These are: 
4. Literacy; 
5. Mathematics; 
6. Understanding the world;
7. Expressive arts and design. 



Speaking and listening are the building 

blocks for reading and writing. The more 

language your child is exposed to, the 

more they will understand and use for 

themselves.

Listening and talking to your child is 

essential. As part of everyday activities, 

talk to your child, explaining what you are 

doing.

Starting in Early Years, children are taught phonics; the journey of learning 

to read, write and spell. These vital skills, are the beginning of a lifelong 

literacy journey. Phonics is the process of children learning to read.



Why is it important to have good language skills? 

Children's understanding of the meaning of words, their ability to 
understand coherent spoken language, and also their ability to use language 
to express ideas, skills that are often referred to as narrative skills.

There is now a huge body of evidence that shows that oral language skills 
form the foundation for formal education. We know that language skills are 
critical foundations for the development of literacy. 

The ability to read aloud, comprehend what you read, and learn how to spell 
all depend on having good levels of oral language. We also know that language 
skill is critical for many other aspects of children's development, particularly 
social and emotional development, the ability to build and sustain friendships 
and express and manage emotions. 

Additionally, there's growing evidence that behaviour regulation itself 
depends on the ability to use language to guide your actions. Improved 
language skills would then logically transfer to improved behavior.



By the time children enter school, we have high expectations of their oral 
language. 

We expect them to:

• be able to listen to what people say
• follow instructions without stopping to look at the teacher
• speak clearly
• express themselves
• share their thoughts and ideas with the whole class.

At the age of four or five years, children’s language skills are still developing and 
rates of development vary between children. This is perfectly normal but it is 

important to identify children whose oral language skills are not developing within 
the typical range.

Without age-appropriate language skills, children will struggle not just with their 
learning across the curriculum but also with their social and emotional 

development; children need to communicate to make friends, join in with 
activities, and to ‘belong’. Language helps to regulate behaviour and is needed to 

express emotions.



But language is complicated! When we speak, we are juggling:

• which words to use (vocabulary)
• the sounds in those words (phonology)
• the order we put the words in and their form (grammar)
• what words and sentences mean (semantics)
• how we choose to express that meaning (pragmatics).

Let’s take a closer look at the terms set in brackets and use them to 
describe sorts of errors children make.

Boy playing with toy car on the floor

“The lello car goed really fast.” (The yellow car went really fast.)

Phonology and grammar: The child has struggled to make the /y/ sound for 
yellow. Has he heard it correctly? He also doesn’t know the irregular past 
tense of the verb to go.



Parent workshop: Phonics and early reading

Teach reading: 
change lives



A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



How many times have you 
already read today?



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
systematic, synthetic phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Terminology 

Phoneme Split vowel digraph 

Grapheme Blend 

Digraph Segment

Trigraph



Teaching order 



Gradually your child learns the entire 
alphabetic code:



How we make learning stick 



Reading and spelling 



shell
chef

special

And all the different ways to write 
the phoneme sh:

caption
mansion
passion



We use assessment to match your 
child the right level of book



This means that your child should: 

• Know all the sounds and tricky words 
in their phonics book well

• Read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their reading 
will be automatic

• Only need to stop and sound out 
about 5% of the words by the time 
they bring the book home – but they 
should be able to do this on their own.

Reading a book at the right level



Reading at home



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to…

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

The amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can 
do is read with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



Books going home







• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• If they can’t read a word read it to 
them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



Supporting your child with phonics

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc


The shared book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary

oMake up sentences together

o Find different words to use

oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan





















Questions?
Any worries or concerns please contact the 

Admin Office for an appointment or available at 
the gate after school.

Best Wishes, 
Miss Robinson and the Reception team at 

Deerhurst and Apperley. 


